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Our School
Thuringowa State Highs School, established in 1987 welcomed Year 7 students and their
families for the first time in 2015. We currently have over 780 students enrolled from
Years 7 - 12. Many years of careful planning, ensures that the transition from primary
school to high school is seamless for our Year 7 students.
Thuringowa State High School continues our School Improvement Agenda with our
priorities:
- Improving every student’s Reading, Writing and Numeracy
- Teaching using Explicit Instruction in the classroom
- Promoting high expectations with respect to attendance, behaviour and attainment.
Thuringowa State High School operates with four Deputy Principals to assist with the
increase in school size, support our School Improvement Agenda and establish the Global
Tropics Futures program.
If you have a concern regarding a matter related to your child it is best to deal directly
with their classroom teacher or the Head of Department of that subject.
If further follow up is required the matter will be referred to our Deputy Principals:
- Years 7 & 8
Mrs Leanne Knight-Smith lknig14@eq.edu.au
- Years 9 & 10
Mrs Celia O’Keeffe
cokee10@eq.edu.au
- Years 11 & 12
Mr Tom Frankling
tfran44@eq.edu.au
All our staff may be contacted via email or through the school office as required.
School Uniform
Thuringowa State High School is a uniform school. Students are expected to wear the
correct school uniform every day. All students must wear a school shirt and school
shorts/skirt every day. Students may only wear short black or white socks and must have
sturdy enclosed footwear. Facial piercings are not accepted at Thuringowa State High
School.
Make Every Day Count
We have high expectations in regards to school attendance. Research shows that students
who have good patterns of attendance are more likely to achieve at school. If students
aren’t at school or don’t stay the whole day, they are missing valuable lessons.
At Thuringowa State High School, it is expected that every student will have a 100%
attendance rate. This includes being at school on time and ready to learn. Do not let your
child miss one day. Every day missed is a lost chance at learning.

Grant Dale

Principal
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Vision (2018 - 2021)
School Vision Statem ent:
Great School. Great Opportunity.

School M otto:

Promoting Achievement.

School Vision:

Thuringowa State High School students will achieve personal success in their learning and
contribute as responsible and productive citizens.
We do this by:
•

Providing personalised and student-centred learning.

•

Setting high expectations and a culture of improvement.

•

Promoting social justice and recognising diversity.

•

Establishing meaningful partnerships.

•

Supporting community well-being.

•

Celebrating our achievements.

Values (2018-2021)
•

Lifelong Learning – We develop learners for life.

•

Quality Achievement – We set high expectations and strive for educational
excellence.

•

Positive Relationships – We promote a safe environment, respectful interactions
and responsible behaviours.

•

Connected Communities – We create networks and partnerships across our school
community.

•

School Pride – We celebrate our school identity, achievements and traditions.
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Junior Secondary Leadership
Principal
Grant Dale

Deputy Principal
Year 7-8
Leanne Knight-Smith

Deputy Principal
Year 9-10
Celia O’Keeffe

HOD Junior Secondary
Cassandra King

Master Teacher
Cheryl Phillips

Year 7 Student
Co-ordinator
Sarah Lewis

Year 8 Student
Co-ordinator
Breanna Clancy

Year 9 Student
Co-ordinator
Telai Goostrey

Core Classroom Teachers
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Lesson Times

CARE/ASSEMBLY

Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday

Tuesday

Moving Bell 8.25am
8.30am – 8.40am

Moving Bell 8.25am
8.30am – 8.50am

Period 1

8:40am – 9:50am

8.50am – 9.55am

Period 2

9:50am – 11:00am

9.55am – 11.00am

Morning Tea

11:00am – 11:40am
Moving Bell 11:35am

11:00am – 11:40am
Moving Bell 11:35am

Period 3

11:40am – 12:50pm

11:40am – 12:50pm

Lunch

12:50pm – 1:20pm
Moving Bell 1:15pm

12:50pm – 1:20pm
Moving Bell 1:15pm

1:20pm – 2:30pm

1:20pm – 2:30pm

Period 4

Student Wellbeing
For most students, their experience at our school will be a positive and enjoyable one.
However, during the years they are with us there may be times when students encounter
learning difficulties, social/emotional concerns or other problems that affect their studies.
The school offers a comprehensive and integrated pastoral care program to meet these
needs underpinned by a belief in the value and potential of every child.
Care Teachers
Care teachers support students in their class to be safe and successful at school. They are
the first point of contact for students each day. Care teachers develop a deep knowledge
and understanding of each student in their class.
Care teachers responsibilities are: mark care roll each day, ensure students uniform,
behaviour and attendance meets school standard, ensure class is aware of school
emergency procedures, read and discuss daily student notices and distribute notes.
Defence Transition Mentor
Our Defence Transition Mentor program at Thuringowa High School strives to cater for the
unique needs of Defence students and their families.
The Defence mentor’s role is varied and tailored to suit the needs of Defence students at
different phases of their school career. The Mentor also assists families to create links
within the community, refer to support services and raise awareness of Defence allocated
incentives for tutoring Defence students.
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Head of Departments Junior Secondary
The Junior Secondary Head of Department liaises closely with the Curriculum Heads of
Departments and school administration in overseeing Years 7, 8 and 9.
The area of responsibility includes the development and implementation of programs and
policies, and closely monitors the academic progress of students. The Junior Secondary
Head of Department works with Year Level Co-ordinators on monitoring student
attendance.
Parents are most welcome to contact the Junior Secondary Head of Department –
Cassandra King by email cking145@eq.edu.au or calling 4753 8888.
School Chaplain
The Chaplain is about having a person who is part of a team who provides unconditional
care and support for our students and staff. The chaplain visits classrooms and helps
teachers. They can sit and talk with individuals who are struggling to engage, or are
having difficulty in some way.
The chaplain can hang out with students at lunch time, sit and chat, or play football,
basketball, handball or any other activity that kids are playing, providing support and
positive role modelling. Chaplains are available to spend time with children, on request or
with permission
School Nurse
The SBYH Nurse is employed by Queensland Health and is at school 5 days per fortnight.
The nurse is available for:
• Individual health consultations.
• Classroom and group health education.
• Health promotion activities.
The nurse is available to provide individuals with accurate information, to be able to make
informed choices. These services are available to students, parents, staff and the school
community.
The School-Based Youth Health Nurse has a prevention and education-focussed role, and
does not attend to ailments or injuries. If first aid or treatment is required see the
Administration office staff.
School-based Police Officer
The Police in Schools Officer is a part of the school’s community and has a dual role.
•

•

Breaking down the barrier between police and youth is one of the biggest
challenges. Because of a variety of social and media influences our youth may have
a distorted image of what a police officer is and does. The Police-in-School officer
plays a major role in breaking down the barrier and in presenting the correct image
of police to our students. He or she can also advise, guide and assist a student
whenever necessary.
The police officer will be there to talk to a student and/or their parent(s) if so. Class
discussions about drugs, alcohol, personal safety, the law, the role of the police are
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•

just a few of the many subjects that the school’s police officer can talk about to a
class of students.
There is also another role for the School’s Police officer to play, which is the
reactive part of policing. If any offence of a minor nature is committed on school
grounds, the police officer can deal with the matter there and then rather than the
school calling in outside police. The school’s police officer can also liaise with other
police in dealing with major offences

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS)
Thuringowa State High School is a Positive Behaviour and Learning (PBL) school, we are
committed to creating a positive learning environment for all students.
Every day, students are taught our Respectful, Responsible and Safe behaviours.
Students demonstrating these behaviours are rewarded with SPOT awards. This award
recognises or SPOTS your child being respectful, responsible or safe. Positive behaviours
are publicly acknowledged.

Year Level Co-ordinators
The Year Level Coordinator is responsible for student wellbeing and supporting students
to be successful learners by fostering strong relationships with students and their families.
In addition, they conduct assemblies, organise the annual camp activities and manage the
S.P.O.T. Awards.
Parents should not hesitate to contact the appropriate Year Level Co-ordinator as the need
arises.
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Literacy and Numeracy Support
At Thuringowa State High School, identified students are provided with the
opportunity to develop and consolidate the essential literacy processes, and
mathematical elements to enrich their capabilities. All students in Y ear 7 and 8
participate in literacy blocks known as Book Club, during an English or Humanities
lesson. Book Club provides an opportunity for the explicit teaching and learning and
practice of literacy skills, in small groups at various levels.
Students requiring literacy and numeracy support are identified through an analysis of
their academic outcomes, NAPLAN (National Assessment Program: Literacy and
Numeracy), PAT (Progressive Achievement Test) reading and maths and Lexia Core5
Reading Program; placement and progression.
Once identified, students are offered a place in a support class depending on their
needs and year level.
Literacy and Numeracy Class
Students invited into this class are from Years 7 and 8 and will be exempt from studying
a Language Other Than English (LOTE), and be placed in a literacy and numeracy class.
Students will be developing literacy and numeracy capabilities
as detailed in the ACARA literacy and numeracy capability,
supplemented with the Lexia Core 5 Reading Program.
Students are more than welcome to engage in the Lexia Core 5 Reading Program before
and during breaks at school in the library, or during the HAT program. Lexia Core Reading
Program can be accessed from the Quicklinks on the school website.
Improving literacy and numeracy skills in Junior Secondary can decrease the risk of
students performing poorly in their senior years of study.
NAPLAN
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual
national assessment for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN is a online skills test.
Students in Year 7 and 9 will participate in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy tests. The tests are run in May, every
year.
NAPLAN test results contribute to building an accurate picture of each student’s reading
and numeracy levels. The NAPLAN data gives students, parents, teachers and schools
valuable information about how students are progressing.
Students may be withdrawn from the testing program by their parent/carer if there are
religious beliefs of philosophical objections to testing. A formal application must be
received by the school Principal prior to the testing. Students with a disability may qualify
for adjustments that reflect the support normally provided in the classroom.
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A formal exemption may be granted for a student with significant
intellectual disability and/or significant co-existing condition, or who has
recently arrived in Australia and is from a non-English speaking
background.
For further information please contact our Master Teacher Cheryl Phillips
cphil139@eq.edu.au

Inclusive Schooling (Special Education Program)

At Thuringowa State High School, we are committed to the principles of inclusive
schooling practices. These practices maximise the outcomes of all students through
identification and reduction of barriers to learning. Emphasis is placed on all students
accessing the patterns and experiences of everyday schooling in an equitable manner.
Students with a disability undertake learning with their peers in regular classrooms. A
premium is placed upon supporting students with suitable adjustments and curriculum
provisions to ensure full engagement, participation and learning. Access to specialist staff
and adaptive technologies are utilised to facilitate the delivery of individualised support
needs.
Inclusion at Thuringowa State High School is about setting high expectations, valuing and
celebrating diversity; and employing high quality, evidence-based teaching practices
focused on success for every student.

Communication
Attendance
Attendance rolls are marked at the beginning of the day and every lesson. Text messages
are sent daily indicating unexplained student absences. Parents can ring the school
absence line and leave a message on 4753 8866 or email 2172_Absences@eq.edu.au
Thuringowa State High School expects students to achieve a 95% attendance rate at
school. We understands that sometimes sickness results in absences from time to time,
however, if your child has missed more than two days for the term, they are not on
track to achieve 95%. Research has shown that high attendance is closely linked to
high achievement in the classroom.
Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is every morning starting at 8am until the first bell, for all students. It is
run by our Chaplain and School Nurse.
It is a free service, thanks to the support of
Brumbies Upper Ross, Muffin Break and the
fundraising from milkshakes which are sold on
Thursdays, and generous donations from our staff.
Donations of bread, margarine, jam, peanut paste,
Nutella are welcome. They can be delivered to the Administration office.
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Bus Pass
Applications are available through Sunbus or from the Queensland Transport internet site
at
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Travel-and-transport/School-transport/Assistanceschemes/School-Bus-Upgrade-Scheme/Application-forms.aspx
Change of address and personal details
If a change of address, email, phone number or other details occurs during the year, or
parent’s employment details change, the office must be notified, so records can be
updated. Current phone numbers and emergency contact details are essential in cases of
accidents or illness. You can phone 4753 8888 or email 2172_admin@eq.edu.au with
changes.
Facebook
The school has an official Facebook page:
Thuringowa State High School
Medications
Parent lodges prescription medication at the office, accompanied by a note with
instructions for administration of medicines. All medication is held at the office, recorded
and administered by office staff. Students are not to carry any medication on them.
Newsletter
Our digital newsletter is emailed to parents/guardians and staff each month. There is a
link to the newsletter on the home page of the school website, Facebook and QSchool.
The newsletter is a key form of communication, providing information of upcoming events,
as well as articles and photos on student’s achievements and school events.
Parent-Teacher Contact
Timely communication is an important aspect of the home-school partnership. Teachers
and parents are encouraged to make contact to discuss student progress and issues of
assessment, behaviour or effort.
You can request a meeting by calling the school on 47538 888 and asking for a meeting
with the relevant person/people at a convenient date, time and place.
•
•
•
•
•

If you are unsure about who you need to speak or meet with; but have a problem:
Ring the school on 47538 888
Provide your name and your child’s name or your relationship to the child.
Be clear why you want to have a meeting or conversation.
Provide times/days when it is suitable to contact you or to have the meeting or
phone call

You can also request a meeting by emailing or writing a short letter that includes who you
want to meet with, the issues you would like to discuss, and times and dates you will be
available.
It is not advisable to come to the school and speak with staff without a meeting, unless
you feel that your child is at risk of being harmed or there is an emergency or critical
situation we need to be aware of.
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Parent and Teacher Interviews
Mid-semester progress reports are completed in Term 1 and Term 3. Formal written
reports are posted home each semester. Parent-teacher interviews occur at the beginning
of Term 2 and Term 3. Parents are able to arrange these interviews online or through the
school office.
Details of parent-teacher interviews are advertised in our newsletter, Facebook and on our
website prior to the interview dates.
Student Planners
Each student is issued with a hard copy planner at the beginning of the year. Junior
Secondary students use their planner to record their homework or messages each day.
Parents can view the planner and utilise it is as a communication tool between home and
school. Students must bring their planner to school each day and place it on their desks
each lesson.

School Website
The school website contains detailed information about the school and its policies. All
dates on upcoming events are available on the calendar. It is regularly updated. Our
website address is www.thuringowashs.eq.edu.au
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Thuringowa State High School
Communications
•Thuringowa State High School website
https://thuringowashs.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx

•Our newsletter - emailed regularly (our newsletter is
easily read on your mobile phone or tablet)
• Student absences - Phone 4753 8866 or email
2172_Absences@eq.edu.au
• QParents App (free) Further information at
https://qparents.qld.edu.au/#/login
• The Student Assessment Planners - Available by
logging on the student’s One School account
•QSchool App (free) A convenient way to receive upto-the-minute information and read newsletter
http://deta.qld.gov.au/about/app/qschools-app.html

• Facebook – You are invited to join our official
Thuringowa State High School page
• Email staff member – Email addresses available on
website
• Phone 4753 8888
• Email school
2172_Admin@thuringowashs.eq.edu.au
• Write a note to student’s teacher
• Very important to have correct parent/guardian
contact details on our file
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Thuringowa State High School
School fees information

Thuringowa State High School operates a Student Resource Scheme,
whereby parents/guardian pay an annual fee and the school provides
students with computers, ipads, laptops, textbooks, novels, cooking
equipment, scientific equipment, trades wor kshop and sporting equipment
for their use.
The scheme saves parents from having to purchase laptops and the many
resources used daily in the education of their student.
The annual fee for a Year 10, 11 or 12 students is $180 per year.
$4.40 a week.
The annual fee for a Year 7, 8 or 9 student is $160 per year.
$3.90 a week.
Fees can be paid:

• BPoint online at
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/dete Enter
your CRN, invoice number and student name which are located
on the school invoice.
• We offer parents the ability to pay invoices over the phone
using BPoint IVR (Interactive Voice Response). Parents call
1300 631 073 and enter their CRN (Customer reference
number found on the invoice), amount and credit card details
to complete payment. At the end of the call you will be
provided with a unique payment receipt number.
• In a single payment using EFT/EFTPOS credit or debit card,
cheque or cash at the administration office.
• Completing a payment plan with our Business Manager. Split
payments from multiple families can be arranged.
• Centrepay to deduct regular payments. Centrepay is a free
and voluntary service offered by Centrelink to pay education
fees.
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrel
ink/centrepay/using-service/how-set-deductions
• Excursions, camps formal and other activities are paid for
prior to the event.
• The school office is no longer able to take credit card
details over the phone as this is not Payment Card Industry
Data Security Standard compliant.
It is important for the school fees to be paid every year as it allows the
school to provide the best possible resources and facilities for your
students learning.
For further information please contact our Business Service Manager.
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Student Wellbeing Team
The student services support team at Thuringowa State High School is committed to
helping students make the most of their experience at our school.
The student services team:
· work together with students, parents and staff for the health and wellbeing of students
· support students to have healthy, happy and productive lives
· establish networks of support personnel who provide different levels of support for the
individual needs of students
Student Support Services Team
Stephanie Kirk

Tim Duroux
HOD Student
Wellbeing &
Engagement

Engagement Support

Year 7 - 10

Collette Martin
Engagement Support
Year 7 - 10

Dan Dubbeld
School Chaplain

Jacqui Dale
School Based Nurse

Xavier Passi
Youth Support
Year 7, 8 & 9

Sarah Lewis
Year 7 Co-ordinator

Breanna Clancy
Year 8 Co-ordinator

Telai Goostrey
Year 9 Co-ordinator

Carinna Abraham
Guidance Officer

Deb Pennington
Guidance Officer
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Leadership
There are many leadership opportunities at Thuringowa State High School. Junior
Secondary student are encouraged to take a leadership position within the school
structure.
Our Junior Secondary Captains and House Captains are selected from Year 9. Junior
leaders foster a team leadership approach and share the same vision.
Peer Leaders
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Our Junior Secondary School
Junior Secondary caters for students in Years 7, 8 and 9
The Junior Secondary School at Thuringowa State High School encompasses students in
Year 7, 8 and 9, and includes practices and processes which focus on academic and social
development. Thuringowa State High School focuses on the specific needs of these
students during their early adolescent development by providing a safe, supportive,
disciplined and inclusive environment for students.
The aim in Junior Secondary is to assist students to experience a smooth transition from
primary school to secondary school within an environment designed to foster a sense of
belonging, security and success.
Throughout the development of Junior Secondary at Thuringowa State High School we
have aligned our planning and preparation with the six guiding principles of Junior
Secondary schooling; distinct identity, quality teaching, student wellbeing, parent and
community involvement, local decision making and leadership. These guiding principles
will help to define the Junior Secondary phase of learning.
Thuringowa State High School aims to develop a strong sense of identity for our Junior
School students, and in particular designate a classroom for their core classes. Junior
Secondary provides a supportive classroom environment that develops students’ skills,
knowledge and confidence enabling them to flourish when they progress to senior school.
In order to achieve this we have established classes with two core teachers who will teach
them within the core area of English/Humanities and Mathematics/Science within their
core classroom.
Students will then be able to move around the school to take part in specialist subjects
with specialist teachers.
We have:
• a Head of Department who is supported by a
multi-disciplinary team of teachers who work
within, and are based in the POD (core
teachers) to assist in developing positive and
connected relationships between students and
staff
• each POD consists of core classroom
• each POD has access to computers; laptops
and iPad banks
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Global Tropics Future Young Scholars Program
In 2030 it is envisaged that 60% of the world’s
children will live in the tropics. This provides powerful
potential and future opportunities for students in the
tropics to become global leaders in tropical initiatives.

This year the Global Tropics Future Young Scholars will have the opportunity to engage in
tailored and unique experiences in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM).
The Young Scholars will get the opportunity to subscribe to a range of virtual learning
experiences and ‘Grand Challenges’ that will bring students to the forefront of the latest in
STEM research in the tropics. This will enhance and extend the learning experience for our
Young Scholars and enable them to CREATE, be INSPIRED and develop ASPIRATIONS for
their future.
The Young Scholars Program aims to strengthen student’s study aspirations and build
transitions to:
• Expand and enhance opportunities to experience enriching and challenging learning
opportunities with a targeted focus on enhancing connectedness, inspiration and
aspiration for further education
• Provide learning opportunities that are authentic, relevant and reflective of and
responsive to emerging sciences and current world grand challenges

Thuringowa Global Tropics Future STEM Program

Thuringowa State High School is piloting a new elective STEM program, linking to contexts
in the Global Tropics. It is available for students in Years 7, 9 and 10.
This STEM elective is designed to extend students in science, technology engineering and
mathematics. It is meant to challenge and excite students with the possibilities of the
future. It involves many 21st century learning opportunities and emphasises inquiry based
learning where students are encouraged to learn by doing. Some of the STEM activities
may include:
• Robotics Challenges
• Excursions
• Major Research Projects
• The National Science Poster Competition
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Art
At Thuringowa State High School, we study Art in Year 7 or 8; and choose
to continue the study of Art in Year 9 and 10. The Senior School offers
Visual Art and Visual Arts in Practice, dependant on student interest.
This strand of The Arts focuses on students creating, presenting
and responding to images and objects. Students will engage in
experiences to develop personal expression, aesthetic judgement and critical
awareness.
The aim of Art is to foster creativity, develop an understanding and appreciation of our
artistic heritage and develop skill in the handling and application of many materials.
Drawing is a core in all units. Although practical work is a major component of the course,
students will study the theoretical aspects of many art areas.
The keeping of a visual journal will be essential for all units.
Course Outline
Year
Level
7/8

Depth Study 1

Personal Maps
Extra Essentials

9

Depth Study
2

Depth Study
3

Depth Study
4

Who am I?

Where am I?

What is it?

Assessment

Could
•
•
•
•

include:
Folio
Journal
Test
Written
assignment
• Written analysis

Future Pathways
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Business
At Thuringowa State High School, Business is studied in Year 7 and 8; and students may
choose to continue their study of Business in Year 9 and 10. All students in Year 10
Business also complete Certificate I in Information Digital Media and Technology as part of
their course.
The course is divided in to both a knowledge and understanding and skills strand. The
Knowledge and Understanding strand focusses on the following key organising ideas:
 the bus ine s s e nvironme nt
 cons ume r a nd fina ncia l lite ra cy
The Skills strand focuses on the skills of questioning and research, interpretation and
analysis, economic reasoning, decision making and application, and communication and
reflection.
The strands are interrelated and taught within relevant, contemporary contexts. Both
strands also focus on developing enterprising behaviours and skills
Unit 4
Year
Level

7/8

9

Content and focus
Seeking individual and business
success in the market
Unit 2
Responding to business opportunities
in the Australian market

Managing financial responsibilities,
risks and rewards
Unit 2
Competing as a business in the global
economy
Unit 3
Uit 4
Improving business productivity

Assessment
Sample tasks include
•

Folios of work

•
•
•

Practical tasks
Written Tests
Assignments

Sample tasks include
•

Folios of work

•
•
•

Practical tasks
Written Tests
Assignments
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Digital Technology
At Thuringowa State High School, Digital Technologies is studied in Year 7 and 8; and
students choose to continue their study of Digital Technology in Year 9 and 10.
Key concepts in the Digital Technologies are:
• abstraction (which underpins all concepts)
• data collection, representation and interpretation
• specification
• algorithms and implementation
• digital systems
• interactions and impacts.
Learning in Digital Technologies focuses on students developing understanding and skills
in computational thinking (a problem solving method using digital technologies) and
Systems thinking (understanding the components of a system, such as people, data and
digital systems and how they interact). Students will gain experience in coding using a
variety of languages according to the digital challenge to which they are responding.
In Years 9 and 10 Digital Technology will be offered as an elective for students wishing to
specialise in the information technology area.
Course Outline
Year Focus
Level
Digital systems
• the components
of digital
systems:
hardware,
software and
networks and
their use
• Representation
7/8
of data how data
are represented
and structured
symbolically

Content

Creating digital solutions by:
•
•
•
•
•

defining
designing
implementing
evaluating
collaborating and managing.

Assessment
Sample tasks
include
• Folios of work
• Practical tasks
• Games using
coding

Specific examples include
• creating an interactive
simulation modelling a realworld system,
• improving a web page for a
target audience,
• designing a data collection
strategy, designing a search
engine to find specific
information.
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Drama
At Thuringowa State High School, students study drama in
Year 7 or 8; and choose to continue their study of Drama in
Year 9 and 10. The Senior School offers Drama, dependant
on student interest.
This strand of The Arts focuses on enabling students to develop an understanding of the
forms, styles and purpose of the dramatic arts in various contexts. The program is built on
the three organisers of Drama: Forming, Presenting and Responding. Students in drama
experience and come to understand both the collaborative and the self-managing aspects
of arts practice.
The aim of Drama is to:
• Give students the opportunity to express ideas and feelings through a creative
medium as well as develop communication skills.
• Develop self-discipline, confidence and effective social skills.
• Enable students to explore experience and understand life-like situations and
contexts in role, safely and authentically.
Course Outline
Year
Level
7/8

Focus

Elements of
Drama and
Improvisation

Depth
Study 1
Visual and
Physical
Comedy

Scripts and
Characters

Drama
Fusions

9

Depth
Study 2

Depth Study 3

Creating
Characters

Shakespearean
Themes

Depth Study
4

Melodramatic
Moments

Assessment
Could include:
• Response to
stimulus
• Group
Performance
Could include:
• Performance
• Monologue
• Essay
• Portfolio of work
• Scriptwriting

Future Pathways
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English

“All the world's a stage, and all the men and women merely
players: they have their exits and their entrances; and one
man in his time plays many parts, his acts being seven ages.”
William Shakespeare

At Thuringowa State High School, we study English every year.
Senior School offers English and English Communication.

The

Our English program allows students access to a wide range of texts they probably
wouldn’t access on their own – plays, poems, novels, news media and digital media. We
encourage students to be creative when needed and to the point when required. We have
different programs running in each year level to encourage a love of reading and writing.
There is an equal emphasis on becoming an effective writer and a purposeful speaker.
Course Outline
Year Unit One
Level
“This is Your Life” –
Memoirs and
7
biographies

8

9

“How Do You See
Me?” –
Representations of
Teenagers
“What if?” –
Speculative fiction

Unit Two

Unit Three

Unit Four

“How to Influence
People” –
motivational
speaking

“I am, You are, We
are Australian” –
Different cultures in
texts
“What’s on TV?” –
How television
creates meaning

“What Does it all
Mean?” – a poetry
study

“Different Cultures,
Different Views” –
Aboriginal and
Torres Strait
Islander
perspectives
“Australia Rules!” –
Promoting Australia
on a global scale

“Read Me!” – How
meaning is created
in a written text

“Year 9 Are
“Tell Me a Story” –
Animals” – meaning a novel study
in a drama text

Assessment is a combination of spoken and written tasks which respond to questions on
the studies texts. Students will create imaginative and persuasive tasks, as well as
providing analysis and informative texts.
Future Pathways
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Geography
“The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places
on a map. It's about understanding the complexity of our world,
appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists across continents.
And in the end, it's about using all that knowledge to help bridge
divides and bring people together."
President Obama
At Thuringowa State High School, we study geography for 6 months in Year 7 – 10. The
Senior School offers Senior Geography.
It is so important in today’s interconnected society to understand how we, as a people,
are connected with others on this planet.
Geography is so much more than the study of the maps and places – it is the investigation
into how our world works and how we can help it continue to support us, far into the
future. We study those issues that are vital to our planet. We look at the choices we can
make, and how those choices will affect us in the short and long term. We then
communicate these ideas using a geographical inquiry method.
Course Outline
Year
Unit 1
Level
Water In The World
7

Unit 2

Assessment

Place and Liveability

8

Landforms and
Landscapes

Changing Nations

9

Biomes and Food
Security

Geographies of
Interconnections

Response to Stimulus exam
Short Response exam
Collection of Work (multi-modal)
Response to Stimulus exam
Research Presentation
Short Response exam
Short Response exam
Response to Stimulus exam
Research Presentation

Future Pathways
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Health and Physical Education
Health and Physical Education teaches students how to enhance their own and others’
health, safety, wellbeing and physical activity participation in varied and changing contexts.
The Health and Physical Education learning area has strong foundations in scientific fields
such as physiology, nutrition, biomechanics and psychology which inform what we
understand about healthy, safe and active choices.
The Australian Curriculum: Health and Physical Education (F-10) is informed by these
sciences and offer students an experiential curriculum that is contemporary, relevant,
challenging, enjoyable and physically active.
All students study HPE from Years 7 – 10. The Senior School offers Physical Education,
Recreation and Certificate III Fitness.
Course Outline
Year
Level

7

8

9

Term 1

Unit:
Approaching
Adolescence
Assessment:
• Assignment
Unit:
Food for Life
Assessment:
• Research report
(investigate their
diet)

Unit:
Respectful
Relationships
Assessment:
• Case Study

Future Pathways

Term 2
Unit:
I Can Make Good
Decisions
Assessment:
• Multimodal
presentation
Unit:
My Decisions My Life
Assessment:
• Reflective journal
(Investigate
strategies to
remain in control
of health)
Unit:
Sustainable Health
Challenge
Assessment:
• Multimodal
presentation

Term 3

Term 4

Unit:
Super Snacks
Assessment:
• Assignment

Unit:
Generation
Assessment:
• Multimodal
presentation

Unit:
Supporting Others
Assessment:
• Assignment
(investigate
strategies to
support others
while maintaining
respectful
relationships)
Unit:
My Social
Responsibility
Assessment:
• Assignment

Unit:
Sharing Community
Assessment:
• Assignment
(investigate family
and kinship
groups)

Unit:
Sensationalised
Reporting
Assessment:
• Case Study

Great School. Great Opportunity.

History
“Those that fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it."
Winston Churchill
At Thuringowa State High School, we study History for 6 months in
Year 7 – 10. The Senior School may offer Ancient or Modern
History, dependant on student interest.
We want our students to enjoy the process of investigating the past world and looking into
how the modern world was created. We study times and personalities that were pivotal in
creating the world we live in today.
We use a range of historical sources to show continuity and change, cause and effect,
perspectives and empathy for others. We also use historical skills, including the analysis
and use of sources, to explain and communicate how times have changed.
Course Outline
Year
Level
7

8

9

Focus

Depth Study 1

Depth Study 2

The
Ancient
World

Investigating the
ancient past

Ancient
to
Modern
World

The Western and
Islamic World

The Asia-Pacific
World

Select The Ottoman
Empire or
Renaissance Italy or
The Vikings or
Medieval Europe

Select Angkor/Khmer
Empire or Japan
under the Shoguns
or The Polynesian
expansion across the
Pacific

Making a Better
World?

Australia and Asia

The
Making of
the
Modern
World

The Mediterranean
world
Select Egypt or
Greece or Rome

Select The Industrial
Revolution or
Progressive ideas
and movements or
Movement of
peoples

Depth Study 3
The Asian world
Select India or
China
Expanding Contacts

Select Asia and the
world or Making a
nation

Select Mongol
Expansion or The
Black Death in Asia,
Europe and Africa
or The Spanish
Conquest of the
Americas
World War I

Assessment
Research project
Collection of
Work
Response to
Stimulus exam
Research
Presentation
Short Response
exam
Research
Discussion

Short Response
exam
Response to
Stimulus exam
Research Report

Future Pathways
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Industrial Technology and Design – ITD
At Thuringowa State High School, ITD is studied in Year 7 or 8; and
students choose to continue their study of ITD in Year 9 and 10.
The Senior School offers Graphics, Furnishing Skills, Engineering
Skills and Certificate II in Engineering Pathways, dependant on
student interest.
The Industrial Technology and Design Education course provides students with the
opportunity to acquire and develop practical skills within a safe working environment and
develop skills required in the field of visual communication. While there are projects that
are designed for the purpose of acquiring skills, other tasks will require the student to
develop skills which follow the format of the design process. Students will study such
areas as information, systems and materials and maintain a folio containing design
sketches, drawings and technology notes.
Course Outline
Year
Level

7/8

9

Focus

Safety

Depth
Study 1
Wooden
Trinket Box

Depth Study
2

Sheet
Metal
Project
Woodwork Camp Stool Metal Box
Metalwork
Plastic
Electronics

Depth
Study 3

Depth Study
4

Assessment

Electronics

Graphics
Introductory
skills

Could
•
•
•

•
•

Folio
Practical work

include:
Test
Folio
Practical work

Future Pathways
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Japanese and Cultural Studies
“Culture makes people understand each other better. And if they
understand each other better in their soul, it is easier to overcome the
economic and political barriers. But first they have to understand that
their neighbour is, in the end, just like them, with the same problems,
the same questions.”
Paulo Coelho
At Thuringowa State High School, students select either Japanese or Cultural Studies in
Year 7 and 8, then can continue their study of Japanese into Year 9 and further.
This program allows all students to learn about the language and customs of other places
in our world. The study of Japanese allows students the opportunity to immerse
themselves within this amazing culture. If a student chooses Cultural Studies, they will
learn about multiple cultures, but with less detail.
Course Outline - Japanese
Year
Unit 1
Unit 2
Level
7
Nice To Meet You Seasons Part 1
All About Me
All About My
8
Family And
Friends
Daily Routines
Leisure And
9
Hobbies

Unit 3

Unit 4

Seasons Part 2
All About
Japanese Food

All About Animals
Describing Animals

Anime And
Manga

Festivals And
Celebrations

Course Outline – Cultural Studies
Students will study a selection of cultures, focusing on food, celebrations and everyday life:
Japan

Italy

France

Germany

Indigenous
Australia

China

New Zealand

South America

Future Pathways
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Mathematics
At Thuringowa State High School, we study Mathematics across all year
levels with an advanced Mathematics curriculum then offered in Year 10,
before students have the opportunity to pick their specialist Mathematics
pathway in the senior school.
Learning mathematics creates opportunities for and enriches the lives of all Australians.
The Australian Curriculum: Mathematics provides students with essential mathematical
skills and knowledge in Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics
and Probability. It develops the numeracy capabilities that all students need in their
personal, and work life, and provides the essentials to support the mathematical
specialties for post-school options.
All students need to understand and value the power of mathematical reasoning and
learn to apply their mathematical understanding creatively and efficiently. The
mathematics curriculum provides students with carefully paced, in-depth study of critical
skills and concepts. It encourages students to become self-motivated, confident learners
through inquiry and active participation in challenging and engaging experiences.
Course Outline

Year
STRANDS of the Australian Mathematics Curriculum
Level
7
Number And
Measurement And
Statistics And
8
Algebra
Geometry
Probability
9

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Mid-Semester Written Test
Written Assignment
End of Semester Test
Plus Numeracy activities and
Pat M testing

Future Pathways

Great School. Great Opportunity.

Music
At Thuringowa State High School, Music is studied in Year 7 or 8; and
students choose to continue their study of Music in Year 9 and 10. The
Senior School offers Music and or Music in Practice, dependant on student
interest.
The study of music contributes to learning through the development of
aspects such as memory, coordination, concentration and inventiveness. Units in Music
have been designed in sequence, beginning with foundation units to introduce students
with different aspects of the Music curriculum.
The Instrumental Music program allows students to continue tuition on their chosen
instrument. From this, students can become involved in classroom ensembles, concert
band, stage band, string ensemble and choir.
Course Outline
Year
Level

Focus

Foundation

7/8

9

Music
through
the Eras

Depth Study
1
Music &
Television /
Film

Depth Study
2

History of
classic
instrumental
hits from
Baroque to
Modern Era

Rock Music
and the
Industry

Depth Study 3

Depth
Study 4

Assessment
•
•

The Voice –
study of vocal
styles from
Baroque to
Modern Era

Music of
other
cultures –
traditional
and
popular
music

Could
•
•
•

Powerpoint
presentation
Aural Skill
Development
include:
Short Response
Test
Performance
Composition

Future Pathways
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Science
Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and important questions about
the biological, physical and technological worlds. The knowledge it produces is a reliable
basis for action in our personal, social and economic lives.
The Science Australian Curriculum has three interrelated strands: Science Understanding,
Science as a Human Endeavour and Science Inquiry Skills. Together, these strands provide
students with understanding, knowledge and skills through which they can develop a
scientific view of the world.
All students study Science from Years 7 – 10.
Chemistry, Biology and Science21.
Course Outline
Year
Level

7

8

9

The Senior School offers Physics,

Term 1

Term 2

Unit:
Water – waste not,
want not
Assessment:
• Scientific report
(investigate
separation
techniques)
• Assignment
Units:
Particles Matter and
Chemistry of Common
Substances
Assessment:
• Scientific report
(investigate
physical changes)

Unit:
Moving Right Along
Assessment:
• Scientific report
(investigate forces
acting on a
vehicle)

Units:
Heavenly Bodies and
Sensational seasons
Assessment:
• Exam
• Multimodal
presentation

Units:
Organising organisms
and Affecting
organisms
Assessment:
• Exam

Units:
Rock Never Dies and
Rocks in my World
Assessment:
• In-class essay
(use a stimulus
text on a
hypothetical
mining project)
Units:
Heat and eat and
Energy on the move
Assessment:
• Scientific report
Exam

Units:
Energy in my Life and
Watt’s up
Assessment:
• Scientific report
(investigate
energy in foods)

Units:
Building Blocks of Life
and Reproduction
Assessment:
• Exam

Unit:
Responding to Change
Assessment:
• Assignment

Units:
Changing Earth and
My Life in Balance
Assessment:
• Exams

Units:
It’s Elementary and
Chemical Patterns
Assessment:
• Scientific report

Term 3

Term 4

Future Pathways
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Textile and Food Studies – TFS
At Thuringowa State High School, Textiles and Food Studies [T.F.S.] is
studied in Year 7 or 8; and students choose to continue their study of
T.F.S. in Year 9 and 10.
The Senior School offers Home Economics; Early Childhood Studies; Certificate III in
Children’s Services and Hospitality, dependant on student interest.
The Textile and Food Studies course provides students with the opportunity to acquire and
develop practical skills in a safe working environment. Textile and Food Studies will enable
students to develop transferable skills which can be applied equally in different settings
and work situations e.g. problem solving skills, dealing with people and working in a team
situation, goal setting and decision making strategies.
Course Outline
Year Focus
Level
Foods
7/8 Safety
Tools
Textiles
Foods
Housing
9

Depth
Study 1
Healthy
snacks /
lunches
Bread
and
Cereals

Depth Study 2

Textile –
embellishment
techniques

Depth
Study 3

Fruit and
Vegetables

Depth Study 4

Assessment
•
•

Living
Environments

Could
•
•
•
•

Test
Practical task
include:
Design Folio
Practical tasks
Exams
Research tasks

Future Pathways
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iAchieve Sports Academy
The iAchieve Sports Academy program is a three year program for
Year 7, 8 and 9 students in which they are selected based on
interview, previous sports achievements and performance in fitness
tests.
It is not a program exclusively for elite or representative athletes,
although there are a number of students in the course who are in
these categories. The program is an extension course in Health and
Physical Education and is open to all students with an interest in
sports and a desire to enhance their sporting performance.

Nat han Burgers
Oly mpic Medallist and past st udent at
Thuringowa St at e High School

The iAchieve Sports Academy program is managed by the Head of Department

Opportunity

Extra-curricular opportunities
• Global Tropics Future Young Scholars
• iSTEM
• iAchieve Sports Academy
• Instrumental Music Program
• Readers Cup
• JCU Gifted and Talented Workshops
• Premiers Reading Challenge
• Mathematics and Science competitions
• Clowning workshop
• School Choir
• School Band
• Riverway Cluster Band
• Theatre Restaurant – performing, behind the scenes, in house
• Leadership
• Engineering Link Project
• North Queensland Science & Engineering Challenge
• Block Sport – Volleyball, Netball, Cricket, Soccer, Rugby League, Touch Football,
Rugby Union, Basketball, AFL
• Challenge Games
• Cross Country – House and Inter-school
• Athletics Carnival – House and Inter-school
• Swimming Carnival – House and Inter-school
• Anzac Day march
• International Women’s Day
• Japanese Tour
• Guitar Club

Great School. Great Opportunity.

•
•
•
•
•

Relay for Life
Shave for a Cure
Leadership Day
Clontarf
STARS

State of the Art Facilities:
• Modern classrooms
• Gymnasium
• Basketball courts
• Library
• Science laboratories
• Manual Arts
• Virtual classrooms
• Kitchens
• Computer rooms
• iPad banks
• Theatre
• Text books
• Undercover areas
• Sports equipment
• Tuckshop

Great School. Great Opportunity.

Junior
Secondary
Precinct

Great School. Great Opportunity.

You are invited to enrol for 2019 at
Thuringowa State High School



now!

Enrolment packs are available today, on our website or you can contact
the school

 At Thuringowa State High School you will experience the advantages of
being at a smaller school
 Global Tropics Future Young Scholars Program will
engage students in innovative experiences in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).
 Our Tuckshop is very popular with students and staff
 Join our choir or the school concert band and have the opportunity to play
with the 1RAR band on Anzac Day
 Become a member of our 2018 Gold Award winning Concert Band
 Every student has the opportunity to play their chosen sport, whether it is
to compete in athletics, swimming, cross country events. Or inter-school
rugby league, AFL, rugby, hockey, basketball, netball, volleyball and touch
football. We have qualified and experienced trainers and a modern
gymnasium
 Our annual Theatre Restaurant is for all students. It is an
amazing experience
 Applications for iAchieve Sport Academy can be submitted at your
enrolment interview
 Breakfast Club every morning before school

 Homework Club (HAT) is every Wednesday and

Thursday afternoon – tutoring, refreshments are
provided and it is FREE

26-54 Vickers Road South,
CONDON Qld 4815

P:
E:
W:
F:

4753 8888
admin@thuringowashs.eq.edu.au
www.thuringowashs.eq.edu.au
Thuringowa State High School

Great School. Great Opportunity.

